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EXTRACTS 


FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 


YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS FOR NEW-ENGLAND, 


HELD ON RHODE-ISLAND, 


From the 11th to the 16th, inclusive, of the Sixth Month, 1837. 


Tux annual Report of the Boarding School Committee was received and read, and the attention giv- 
en by the Committee to the concerns of the Institution placed under their care, was satisfactory to this 
Meeting. The following is the Report:— 


TO THE YEARLY MEETING, 


The Boarding School Committee Report, that they have endeavoured to discharge the duties confided 
to them by the Yearly Meeting, during the past year, in giving their attention to the various concerns of 
the Institution. 

Meetings have been regularly continued, and harmony has prevailed. ‘The average number of scho- 
lars has been one hundred and thirty-four. At the present time there are twelve scholars in the Insti- 
tution who are not members of our religious Society, all but two of whom are connected with Friends. 
Our friends Enoch and Lydia Breed have continued, acceptably, to act as Superintendents, during the 
past year, but desiring to be released, we have at this time agreed with our friends Rowland and Alice 
Rathbun, to serve the Institution in that capacity, who are expected to enter upon this service the first 
of next month. Moses B. Lockwood, Jonathan L. Slocum, Samuel Austin and Lewis Taber are em- 
ployed as Teachers in the Boys’ School, and Mary-Ann Barker, Emeline Aldrich, and Elizabeth H. 
Osborne, in the Girls’, George F’. Reed is employed as instructor in the Languages, Isaac Hathaway 
continues to exercise a care over the Boys out of school hours, and to act as book-keeper, and Free- 
love Greene is employed as a care-taker of the Girls, and has charge of the sewing School. 

The Treasurer’s and Superintendent’s accounts have been settled, by which it appears that the Insti- 
tution is in debt, $5,158 65 cts. ‘This debt may be ascribed, principally, to the high price, for the 
past two years, of the various articles of consumption required in the family, and to there not having 
been so large a number, as heretofore, admitted into the School, who were not members of our Society, 
the terms of whose admission are higher than for members. In order to meet the present deficiency, 
we have requested the Treasurer of the School Fund to effect a loan of five thousand dollars. It 
appearing to the Committee, that some means must be adopted to liquidate this debt, and to meet the 
probable current expenses of the School for the future, we propose for the consideration of the Yearly 
Meeting, that Books and Stationary be charged to the scholars, at their cost at wholesale ; that the 
privilege granted Monthly Meetings be suspended; that the allowance for travelling expenses to 
children who come from the three eastern Quarterly Meetings, be reduced from six to four cents per 
mile ; and that the general price of board and tuition, (for members of this Yearly Meeting,) be raised 
to seventeen dollars per quarter, payable as heretofore, in advance—to commence on the first of eighth 
month next. By adopting this arrangement, with the probable reduction of cost in the articles of 
consumption, it is believed that the expenses of the School may be met, and the debt gradually 
discharged. 

The amount of funds belonging to the Institution, for the schooling of poor children, including the 
bequest for that purpose by our late friend Moses Brown, is $6650. It is proposed that this should be 
kept, by the Treasurer, distinct from the general funds ; and the income of it will support twelve 
children, six months each, at seventeen dollars per quarter. 

We have continued to appoint committees to examine the School semi-annually, who, on these 
occasions, have devoted several days to the service. By their reports we are informed, that the general 
appearance of the School has been such as to give them much satisfaction. ‘The scholars have given 
encouraging evidence of attention to their various studies, in most of which they have exhibited a 
proficiency alike creditable to them and to their teachers. ‘There has been an agreeable manifestation 
of a conformity, on the part of the children, to the advice of Friends in respect to plainness. 

In adverting to the past year we feel bound to acknowledge the preservation that has been mercifully 
extended to us, under which we trust, the School has been continued in good degree, in accordance 
with the intentions of the Yearly Meeting in its establishment. 


On behalf of the Committee, 
" SAMUEL BOYD TOBEY, Clerk. 
Boarding School, 5th of 5th month, 1837. 


Tue several propositions, contained in the preceding Report of the Boarding School Committee, 
having been referred for consideration, to a Committee of this Meeting, they produced, at a subsequent 
sitting, the following Report, which was united with, and was directed to be forwarded to our several 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, in connection with the Report of the School Committee, viz. 


2 


“To the Yearly Meeting —The Committee to take into consideration the propositions contained in 
the Report of the Boarding School Committee, report, that they have given them their carefu! consid- 
eration, and that they are united in opinion, that it will be best for the Yearly Meeting to adopt them, 
for the present year. We would propose however, (in accordance with the intention of the School 
Committee,) that the class Books, for reading, should be supplied to the scholars, free of expense, and 
that this information be appended to the Report of the School Committee. 


‘We would propose, in order for a proper selection of poor children to occupy the privilege of the 
charitable Fund,* that Monthly Meetings be requested to ascertain the number of children of this de- 
scription, in their respective Meetings, and tocommunicate their names and ages to the acting Commit- 
tee of the School, by the time of their meeting in the 9th month next, at Providence. 

On behalf of the Committee, 


THOMAS JONES, 
Newport, 6th month 14, 1837. MARY T. BROWN.” 


[*The words of Moses Brown’s Will, in relation to his bequest, are,—‘ for the schooling of such members 
of the Society as are actually poor, supported or not as such, by the respective Monthly Meetings; and females 
are to have equal advantages of the whole of this legacy as males.”] 


This Meeting having again taken under deliberate consideration, the propriety of admitting Children 
into its Boarding School, who are not members of our Society, came to the conclusion, that it would not 
be advisable to receive any children who are not members, except in those cases where one or both 
Parents are members, and who, in the judgment of the acting Committee, are proper subjects to become 
inmates of the Institution. 


Answers to the Queries on the subject of Education, received from our several Quarterly Meetings, 
were read, and a Committee appointed to compile a digest of the information therein contained, and if 
way should open for it, to prepare a minute of advice on this subject. Ata subsequent sitting, the 
Committee presented the following Report, viz. 


“To the Yearly Meeting.—The Committee to whom was referred the subject of Education; re- 
port, that by the information received from the several Quarterly Meetings, there appear to have been, 
in the course of the past year, three Monthly Meeting schools, averaging six months ; three Preparative 
Meeting schools, which averaged eight months ; fifteen F'amily schools, averaging seven months, and one 
recently established. Also five private or select schools, under the entire control of Friends, but not 
confined exclusively to Friends’ children. ‘The number of scholars who have attended the above 
schools, [or who have received instruction at the Yearly Meeting’s Boarding school,] is reported to have 
been about five hundred and fifty ; making an increase, since last year, of one hundred and fifty. Seve- 
ral district schools have been taught by members of our Society. 


‘Although the information derived from the answers to the Queries, is not so full and explicit as 
would have been desirable, yet it affords evidence of the interest felt, by many Friends, in the welfare of 
the rising generation, by providing the means of acquiring a guarded education. While some parents, in 
many parts of our widely extended Yearly Meeting, are making commendable exertions to bring up their 
children in the way they should go, we regret that this concern is not more extensively felt. In looking 
over our Society, and beholding the children who are soon to take the places of the parents, and upon 
whom the important concerns of Society must ere long devolve, a deep solicitude is felt on this account, 
that the clay in the hands of the potter may not be marred on the wheel. We are aware that some of 
the peculiar testimonies which we are called upon to sustain, and which distinguish us from other reli- 
gious denominations, are liable to be viewed by our children, who are compelled to associate with others 
in acquiring a practical education, as presenting a formidable obstacle in the way of their continuing con- 
sistent members of our Society ;—and we earnestly recommend to parents, and particularly to those 
whose locations are so remote from each other, as to render it impracticable to establish schools of their 
own, to endeavor to remove this obstacle, as far as it may be done, by providing the means of instruction 
in their own families, and by impressing upon the minds of their offspring the importance of building up 
this hedge about them, which may prove the blessing of preservation in after years. 


‘“‘TIn conclusion, we would simply advert to the necessity of still maintaining a lively interest in this 
highly important and interesting concern, not only as a duty incumbent upon us, but as a means of con- 
tributing to the happiness and welfare of the beloved youth. 


On behalf of the Committee, 
WILLIAM REYNOLDS.” 


Which having been read and considered, was satisfactory to us; and this Meeting having long been 
deeply interested for the guarded education of the children and youth of our Society, recommends this 
subject to the solid attention of Friends; and directs that copies of the Report be forwarded to our sev- 
eral Quarterly and Monthly Meetings. 
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